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important­but­boring  question  of  the  mechanisms  for  reporting  and  following  up  on  SDG
commitments.
Who/what are the SDGs supposed to influence? There are at least four answers to that question:
1. Developing country budgets and policies
2. Wider social norms about rights and the duties of governments and others
3. Aid volumes and priorities (i.e. a re-run of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were
mainly effective as an aid lobbying tool)
4. Developed country budgets and policies
Of  these  the  first  two  are  the  most  promising:  aid  is  falling  as  a  percentage  of  government










Peer pressure: already in New York, some ‘vanguard governments’ (Colombia, Gabon, Indonesia) were
talking about internalising the SDGs in domestic processes. They could be effective sources of pressure
on their neighbours and others to follow suit. What kind of platform or reporting process could help
them do so?
National media: always a good source of pressure on decision makers. What sort of data and media
operation around the SDGs is likely to grab their interest at regular intervals over the next 15 years?
Civil Society: what do national CSOs need in order to make the SDGs an effective part of their advocacy
repertoire? Civil Society gets several name checks in the final SDGs communiqué agreed by the UN, but
is under siege in many countries. The implementation process could help by clearly and consciously
requiring civil society participation as an integral part of implementation.
The UN Summit final document sets out some encouraging but rather vague outlines for how the
implementation process will be developed. A focus on the SDGs (both implementation and review)
being  country­led  (good,  we  don’t  want  a  media  circus  in  New  York  every  few  years  with  no






then have a  ‘central  role’  in  follow up, with a meeting every  four years, and an annual progress







for  the  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women  (which  gets  rave  reviews  from  our  boss  Winnie
Byanyima)  or  the UN Convention  of  the Rights  of  the Child,  where  a UN Commission  reviews
every  government’s  report  on  its  performance,  and  has  the  right  to  consult  non­government
agencies for a second opinion.
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